DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

sharp differences of opinion between the Qiaeen and
her daughters.   Briefly, there were three claimants
to the Duchies :  the King of Denmark to the throne
of which the Princess of Wales's father had now
succeeded as King Christian IX :   Duke Frederick
of Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Augustenburg: and
Prussia in alliance with Austria.    Prussia's claim was
that Schleswig was mainly German in population
and Holstein entirely so, being also a member of the
German Confederation,   A slight invalidity in the
claim of Duke Frederick was that his father had sold
(and been paid for) his family rights to the late King
of Denmark.   The Queen hovered at first between
the claims of Prussia and of Duke Frederick, but as
the Prince Consort (one of the only three men who
had ever understood the question) had decided that
neither Denmark nor the Augustcnburg family had
any rights, she plumped for Prussia,   The Crown'
Prince and Princess on the other hand were sup-
porters of Duke Frederick as was also Liberal feeling
in   Hanover,   Coburg  and   other  Gorman   states ;
Princess Louis, writing to her mother from Darm-
stadt, told her that all Germany except Prussia felt
that his claim was just.   Finally the  Prince and
Princess of Wales, in spite of those quiet conversations
at Osborne, were ardent pro-Danes, and English
popular sympathy was on their side on the general
grounds that a tiny Kingdom was being brutally
bullied  by two very powerful  Kingdoms-   When
therefore the family was assembled at Windsor in
December domestic conversation was animated*   The
Crown Princess was voluble for Duke Frederick, the
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